Background:
The replication of dengue virus (DENV) is still not fully understood. Virus induced cytopathic effect (CPE) observed under light microscopy during DENV replication include rapid destruction of infected cells, which begins with rounding of cells and syncytia formation. However, these cellular changes are more pronounced in in vitro infections with wild type DENV than the laboratory adapted DENV, suggesting an increased vigor and virulence of evolving wild type DENV. The objective of the present study was to evaluate the CPE in C6/36 cells infected with sera of dengue (DF) and dengue haemorrhagic fever (DHF) patients.
Methods & Materials: Fifty-three RT-PCR positive serum samples of fever day 3 -5 collected from Gampaha and Negombo Hospitals were used for the study. C6/36 cells were infected with 100 l of DF (n=37) and DHF (n=16) patients' sera.
Results: Out of 53 sera, 24 were DENV-1; 17 were DENV-2; 1 was DENV-3 and 11 samples showed mixed infections. 
